Germans and Englishmen

a supreme contempt for the Germans . . . but not for the
Austrians, to whose efforts they do justice.

COUNT  NEITHARDT VON  GNEISENAU,   1811

What then (in England) is regarded as necessary by the
beggar would be gluttony to our State officials: meat
such as we never taste, strong beer, excellent cheese, and
dazzlingly white bread.

COUNT  NEITHARDT VON  GNEISENAU,   l8ll

Scott's magic is founded on the splendour of the three British
kingdoms and the inexhaustible variety of their history, while
in Germany, from the Thuringian forest to the sandy wastes
of Mecklenburg, there is nowhere a fruitful field for the
writer of romances.                       WOLFGANG GOETHE, 1823

The English will shame us by sheer human understanding
and good will, the French by intelligent circumspection and
practical execution.                       WOLFGANG GOETHE, 1825

The Englishman has a masterly way of immediately making
use of discoveries until they lead to further discoveries and
fresh activities. And people ask why they are everywhere
ahead of us.                          WOLFGANG GOETHE, 1827-1830

"As a German householder, who has the peace of his
family at heart, I often feel a little dismay when my daughter-
in-law informs me that the arrival of another young islander
is expected shortly. In my mind's eye I can already see the
tears which will one day flow on his departure. They are
dangerous young men; but after all, that they are dangerous
is precisely their virtue."

"Yet I should not care to assert/' I (Eckermann) inter-
posed, "that our Weimarish young Englishmen are cleverer,
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